prerogative. As a consequence, it had to be conferred specifically, even to authorities that already possessed the minting privilege (Luschin von Ebengreuth 1926, p. 209 The most important argument for an understanding of the right to mint gold as a special right that is independent of the right to mint silver is therefore based on the Golden Bull, which, however, was not to be compiled until 1356. In consequence, it cannot act as a source for legal development during the reign of Louis the Bavarian. The relevance of the previous assertions on the matter seems doubtful. It is therefore necessary to take a survey of contemporary evidence that can shed light on this issue. There are privileges to mint gold for the cities of Speyer (1324), Frankfurt am Main (1339), and Lübeck (1340). Except for Lübeck, these privileges did not bring any gold coinage into being within the foreseeable future. While the majority of the cities, despite their privileges, were hesitant to enter into the business of running a gold mint, the opposite was true for the prince electors. The right to mint gold coins was only granted to the electors of Trier and Cologne in 1346, but Cologne had already issued gold coins prior to receiving the corresponding privilege. Hence, it becomes clear that the right to mint gold was not a jus regale during Louis the Bavarian's reign. Not before the reign of Charles IV did it become possible to establish an imperial prerogative to grant the right to produce gold coins (Mäkeler 2010, p. 121) . In order to overcome the complexity of gold coins that had different values and a multitude of issuers, an imperial gold coinage was established by Louis the Bavarian. Again, there are huge differences in the scientific reconstructions of the circumstances of the minting process. The problems mainly derive from different stories that are told in the written evidence. There are three different sources, and two divergent stories told (Mäkeler 2010, pp. 52-55) :
Jean le Bel (c. 1290-1370) holds in his chronicle, which was compiled 1352-1361 and covers the period 1326-1361, that Edward III was granted
